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SERMON. 
{This Sermon is from the pen of the Rev. Lewis-C. Todd, of New-York, 


For the sake of the ingenuity which our Brother has dixplayed, we 
give it an insertion in the R+pository.] 
Gen. iii. 4, “And the serpent said unto the woman, 
: Ye shall not surely die.” 


This subject is but the counterpart of a for- 
mer discourse on the declaration of the Most 
High, which the serpent contradicts in the 
words of our text. Our design now is to con- 
sider the general features of this false doctrine 
preached by the “Father of lies;’’ and it is nat- 
ural that we should notice— 

I, What is meant by the serpent. 

If. The doctrine he taught; and, 

iil. The various schemes and artifices which 
he did, and has ever used to propagate his doc- 
trine among our race. -_ mer 

I. The serpent of our text I consider a meth- 


aphor, which denotes the carnal propensities of | 


human nature. “The carnal mind which is en- 
mity agemst God, anil noi subject to his law ”— 
And no emblem could be better chosen to per- 


sonify the enmity of the human heart. How], 
odieus is this reptile to human judgment—how |; .: 


detestable to the sight—his food is dust—his 
coil, his motion are abhorrent.. His long vo- 
luble shape, his tongue, and eyes bespeak the 
venom and poison of his nature. So he well 
compares with the carnal propensilies of cur na- 
tare. They grovel in earthly pursuits, and 
seek their food and pleasures in lew and sen- 
sual indulgences. 


bliss of devotion. They have no communion 


with God, or joys in the triumphs of truth.—| 


But they cherish lust, avarice and revenge, and 
ali the baleful elements of misery and mischief; 
and they seek the shades of duplicity to hide 


their deformity, and lead the unguarded mind | 


by the lure of false charms and delusive facina- 
tions into their toils, when the enchantment 


breaks, and the captive soul awakes to h _ e : ’ : 
2. soy ee aad deceptions, which he uses to propagate his, pard 
|has deceived him into the vain and idle Hors, 


It isthis carnal mindedness which is repre- 
sented in the scriptures under various names 
and figures as the common enemy of mankind. 


Fancy has given it a literal form, paris and | 


shape; credulity has magnifed his proportions, 


ed him upon the dark surges of hell, to arouse 

its fury, direct its storms, blow abroad its cata- 

racts, spout its red waves athwart the vast do- 

main, and with hideous shrieks and demoniac 

ary meck the cries and groans of the dam- 
! 

But this fabled monster has no reality but in 
the propensities of man. In the human heart 
he has his only habitation: where he engen- 
ders falsehood, slander, treachery, violence, 
tmaurder, and all the crimes which have stained 
humanity, and rendered this world a region of 
‘absurdity and infatuation. 


IL We will now proceed to notice the doc- 


They never aspire after the | 
pure pleasures of virtue, nor taste the elevated | 


|to the wicked.”’ 
| that happiness is to be counted by dollars and 


added talons, horns and tail; and superstition | ‘han of that-time. 


has arrayed him m her awful terrors; enthron-| 


In the words of our text he says, ‘‘ Ye shall| (I trust our female friends will take no offence 


not surely die ;” that is, ye shall not really suffer 
the wages of sin, which is death. God declar- 
ed to them that in the day they transgressed, 
they should surely die. The serpent charged 
Deity with falsehood, and taught them, they 
should not surely die. 

The same God has declared, that “he will by 
no. means clear the guiliy.”” The-serpent says, 
he will clear the elected guilty;\and teaches 
every one’to hope he is of that number. God 
says, ‘Indignatin and wrath, tribulation and an- 
guish upon every soul of man that ‘doeth evil.”— 
The serpent says, ‘If you are elected, which 
you doubtless are, or ifyou repent, which you 
can do at leisure, you shall escape all the wrath 
of God,’ his word to the contrary notwithstand- 
ing. God says, “He will bring into judgment 
every work, and every secret thought, whether 
it be good or eyil,” that ‘He will render to 
every man according to his deeds. He that 
doeth wrong shall receive for the wrong he 
hath done,” and that “there is no peace to the 
wicked.”’ But this old serpent dares coniront 
Omnipotence, and boldly contradict him. 

The Legislator of the world has mmpressed 


Ss 


Jesus; by the unfolding tokens of his justice; 


law upon the understanding of every rational | 
rg. He preaches its penalty to man by the thousand times, and may a thousand times more, 


\illumimations of his spirit; by the ministry of|‘ Ye shall not surely die. 


at this insinuation: for I mean to allow many 
exceptions. If they generally had equal liter- 
ary advantages with the other sex,they would be 
no more easily allured by the serpent’s cunning 
and craft.) And in order to effect his purpose 
more abundantly, he has spread out a “golden 
lure” before the people, and thus enlisted a 
great number of the lovers of ease in his service. 
These he has disciplined, and rendered them 
very pliable in his divinity schools; from.whence 
they come, well instructed in the mysteries of 
iniquity, and begin with assuming a grave man- 
ner, a disfigured face, and much studied sanc- 
tity. They go like the serpent to women and 
children; and with an auful solemnity in their 
voice and countenance, begin to interrogate 
them on the state of their minds: they tell them 
they are great sinners; in a damnable state; 
that God’s sword of infinite wrath has been 
drawn oyer them from the very moment oftheir 
birth; that a dreadful hell rolls beneath them— 
an incensed God levelling his thunders at their 
heads; and a burning devil ready to chain them 
to his throne: “ and only one escape—make a 
profession of our doctriuve, help us, and then, 
although you justly deserve to be damned a 


% 9) 


3. It will be at once perceived, that the main 


and by the judgments and retributions of his| artifice of the serpent now is, to admit the threat- 
providence.—But this arch adversary to our, ening true, and even aggravate its horrors; but 


the affections of the heart, chills the sympathies 


of nature, stupifies the conscience, blinds the | 
understanding; and with death dropping from, 


peace, coiling himself in the secret recesses of arttully persuade his friends that itis not to ap- 
the mind, pours his envenomed breath upon’ 


ply to them, but others! Hence he whispers in 
every ear, “though others may die for thew sins, 
ye surely shall not.” You ask one of his well 
instructed scribes if he believes God spoke 


his tongue, whispers to the soul, “Ye shall not truth when he threatened sin with death; he 


surely die; there is pleasure in sin, and peace 
Thus he persuades the knave, 


will answer, yes—and that this is endless death; 
ask him if he has not sinned; he will answer, 
yes—he commits sin enough every minute to 


cents ; the thief, that it is to be stolen; and the|damn him justly forever; ask him if he expects 


murderer, that it is to be bought with blood. 
Ill, We now come to the most important 


dectrine. 


1. As mankind have become more enlight-| 


ened since the days of Eden, he finds it neces- 


ly and contradict Deity, most people are now 
too sensible to regard his word; therefore, he 
now pretends to be a great friend to God, and 
to believe much in his threatening; and by this 
stratagem he gains the confidence of the sim- 
ple, while he expounds and mefamorphoses the 
whole threatening into a something, far off, 
mysiertous, and easily escaped, notwithstanding 
the highest crimes: and this duplicity has suc- 
ceeded so well that the world has eat little else 
besides forbidden fruit, and been ever full of 
crimes and blood, under the very eye of Heaven, 
and in full view of hia threatenings. ~ 

2. You recollect in his first attempt to de- 
ceive our race he artfully addressed the woman 
instead of the man. So women and children 


frine which this old serpent preached ia Paradise, | and effeminate men, have ever been mostly the 


and still preaches to our race. 


'suijects of his duplicity, ia theological matters. 


to be damned forever; he will answer, no—he 
does not expect to be damned at all—but he 


art of our subject, which is to notice the arts) has a Hore through the divine favor, that he 


has obtained. pardon. Yes, his carnal mind 


that although he eats forbidden fruit every day, 
he shall not surely die; while he deoms his fel- 


sary to use more of the serpent’s guile now, | low sinners with daring arrogance to the un- 


Were he to eome out open- | sparing wrath of Heaven!* 


* Here I protest against the Serpent’s doctrine, upon this principle; 
he teaches men that their sins deserve endless death; but yet, that they 
shall aot suffer it,—and of course that they will uot suffer the death 
which they ought to suffer. That Justice requires the ciect to go to 
endless hull for their sins, as well as ovhers; and yet, that they will not 

0; and of covrse, thai justice will not be done them—and then of course 

od would be an unjust heing! For ifjustive requires any persen to be 
eadlessly miserable. and God does not make him so, then God does not 
do bim justice, and consequently cannot be a just being. Justice is a 
good principle; therefore, if justice requires a person to go to emless 
hell, be ought to go there, and God ought to send him there; ana tf he 
were just. he would do it. Nay, every man that loves justice would 
wish to haye him go, and he oughi to wish to go himself; andvany being 
who should interpose to prevent it, could neither be just no a friend lo 
justice. “This, therefore, is the way that the —, persuades peophe 
thai God is unjust. Now, good. re ader, let me ask you, if he has never 
whis: ered thus in your ear ? “My fiend, your wic ed neighbors. here 
and there, deserve endJess misery, and they will have it: for God will 
do them justice; it would tarnish his glory to be anjust toward: them; 
and you deserve it as well as they, but you will vet have’ it, for God is 
aot to be strictly just towards you, and aever has heen. or else you would 
have been in hell long ago.” But the truth undoubiedly is, that all mes 
have sinned, and therefore, ‘that all must be punished, and each just as 
much as he deserves,—and. if itcan be showa that any deserve to be al- 
ways punished, they surely will be. Tf it he just, i ought to take 
place j and let none sitempt.to save/people fom such a hell as justice 
requires them to goto. I chink no ane justly deserves endless misery, 


aad thet is the greatest reason we) I taidk noze wil suffer it. 
- 
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Upon this same plan, the Bishops of Rome 
engaged to pardon all the sins of the people at 
a stipulated price. Finding thisa very lucra- 
tive scheme, they finally opened an office for 
the sale of indulgences. Tobe sure, they taught 
and pretended to believe the doctrine: of end- 
Jess death for sin, but they added, they had the 
right to grant licences for the commission of any 
crime they pleased for money. Thus did it 
seem that heaven was fairly put into the hands 
of the priests to be disposed of to the best ad- 
vantage, and hell as a whip in the hands of Sa- 
tan to compel the people to purchase: and men’s 
conscierces were warped till they would exact- 
ly fit the far published story —“If we pay the 
money for our sins, surely we shall not die for 
them.”? Could the prophet of Israel rise from 
his grave, and look upon these things, would 
he not shake his hoary locks and exclaim again, 
—‘‘A wonderful, horrible thing is committed in 
the land; the prophets prophesy falsely, and 
the priests bear rule by their means; and m 
people love to have it so.”—(See Jer. v. 30, 
31. 

7 In a latter period the old serpent induced 
his laborers to adopt the following decree, for 
the better security and farther promotion of his 
doctrine. 

“All mankind by the fall (Adam’s sin) lost 
communion with God; are under his wrath and 
curse, and so made liable to all the miseries of 
this life, to death itself, and the pains of hell 
forever.”” Now this teaches the sinner, that 
he can never be punished for his own sins; for 
by Adam’s sin he lost communion with God, 
and therefore cannot lose it by his own; by 
Adam’s sin he is under God’s wrath and curse, 
and can have nothing worse for his own; by 
Adam’s sin he is liable to all the miseries of 
this life, and death itself; and therefore cannot 
suffer the miseries of this life and death itself 
for his own; by Adam’s sin he is liable to the 
pains of hell forever, and therefore can have 
pone of the pains of hell for his own. So it 
seems he must suffer out the want of commun- 
ion with God, his wrath and curse, all the mis- 
eries of this life, death itself, and all the pains 
of hell forever, before he can begin to suffer 
for his own crimes! Is this any less than to say 
to him, ‘ for your own sins ye shall not surely 
die ?? 

5. But lest many should doubt this doctrine, 
and begin to tremble in view of their own 
crimes, the enemy has told us, that God has in- 
deed threatened us for sin: but. notwithstand- 
ing, if we take good care to repent afterwards, 
we shall not surely die. Hence it is that the 
good steady moralist is suffered to die unnotic- 
ed, and by the serpent is said to go to hell; 
whilst the murderer, in most cases, is visited 
by the pretended soul savers, and is hopefully 
converted and goes unpunished to heaven.— 
How seldom does he send his faithful ones, to 
men of understanding, industry and morals, to 
Stee to prepare them for the judgment day. 

ut the high handed villain, the notorious of- 
fender, whose soul is black with pollution, and 
whose hands are red with blood—he must be 
noticed—prayers and exhortations must be 
made for him—he must be converted—it will 
not do to let him go to hell for his own sins to 
be ‘termented with good sober moralists and 
honest people, (and as some say, infants 
not a span long,) who go there for 4dam’s sin ! 
So the etfeminate and credulous are not only 
persuaded that they shall not be punished for 
their sins, but that the more abandoned they 
are, the more likely to escape it. © Thousands 
there aré in our country, who pretend to no 


mw 


piety, who do not profess to live in moral and 
virtuous habits, and yet believe God’s justice 
threatens evety sin with endless woe; who be- 
lieve their every act deserves the infinite pains 


of a never ending hell. But do they expect to 


really suffer this? O no. How do they expect 
to escape what Jehovah has threatened them ? 
Why they mean to repent before they die! Yes, 
they either think they have repented, or they 
expect they shall before they die; and on that 
condition the serpent has always taught them 
that they might sin with impunity; that the very 
worst of human. beings, dying in a conyerted 
state, would suffer no just punishment; while 
the very best of mankind, even beauty, virtue 
and the cradle’s: innocence, unconverted, must 
welter under the storms of unquenchable wrath, 
and drink the @aming vials of exasperaled Om- 
nipotence ! » 

6. But Jest some should wonder how divine 
justice can be satisfied with any thing less than 


Y | what it requires, this artful deceiver, ever fruit- 


ful in invention to obviate all seeming difficul- 
ties in his system, gravely brings forward his 
doctrine of substitution. | When all other so- 
phisms fail, and the sinner sees the justice of the 
violated law impending like dark clouds over 
his head, then his master whispers in his ear, 
substitution, vicarious punishment, the innocent for 
the guilty! As much as to say to the sinner— 
Ye may transgress if ye please, for you were 
born in a damnable state, and you cannot ren- 
der your condition any worse by your own ac- 
tions, if you are to be damned, the thousanuth 
part of what you have already done, or even 
what Adam did for you, is sufficient for that 
purpose; but be it known to you, that you shall 
not be punished yourself, for your Saviour has 
been amply punished in your stead. What a 
delightful doctrine would it be to the thief, that 
if he should be detected, another should be 
punished for him! How sweet would it be to 
the murderer, that another should be executed 
for him! 

My auditors—Suppose there was just such 
an animal or being as we have been taught to 
believe in—a mysterious, active, fearful, treach- 
erous creature—an omnipresent, (and I like to 
have said) an almost omniscient and almighty 
being, called pevit. Suppose this being should 
fabricate a principle, as much like his own tem- 
per as possible, and call this principle justice ; 
what should we expect it to be? Should we 
not expect it would be vindictive as revenge, 
cruel as omnipotent wrath, dark and unrelent- 
ing as eternal hatred, and yet so capricious as 
sooner to punish the innocent for sin than the 
guilty? Surely the father of Orthodoxy might 
be easily known by the dark and horrible fea- 
tures of his daughter. 


7. In connection with other artifices for the 
extinction of moral light, and the complete de- 
lusion of mankind, he has told them, that they 
are fotally depraved by nature, insomuch that 
the very best actions they can do are but abomi- 
nations in the sight of God; so why should they 
try to do good, since it is impossible? And 
yet he is always clamorous in his invective 
against ali dostrines but his own, as awfully li- 
centious and demoralizing. Just as if it was 
possible to make people who are totally deprav- 


‘ed worse than they are; or to prevent the re- 


formation of those who have no power to re- 
form !! But to make sin appear doubly excus- 
able, he not only informs us that we have no 
moral ability whatever, but that he himself holds 
such dominion over us, and binds our affections 
to iniquity, with cliains so strong, that we can- 


not be expected to resist him. So he seems to 
take much of the bJame on himself, and lull te 
rest the drowsy conscience with his visionary 
scheme—‘‘Ye shall not surely die.” These are 
his insinuations to the unconverted; but when he 
can, he lavishes praises upon a person, till he 
sees him begin to swell with vanity and con+ 
ceit; he then by various means persuades him 
that he has experienced a supernatural change: 
that he is absolved from all crimes, past or to 
come, that Christ has suffered all the punish- 
ment that ever can be due to him, and that be- 
sides all this, Christ has been righteous for him: 
as a substitute, for all the rest of his life; there- 
fore he has now nothing to fear, and nothing to’ 
do but pursue his own pleasure, knowing for 
certainty, that he, a converted soul, cannot 
surely die, being fully punished and amply righ- 
teous, all by a faithful substitute! Ete 
8. But in addition to all these inventions to 
delude the world, by removing the restraints 
of the divine law far away, and converting faith 
to degrading superstition, piety to bigotry, the 
light of reason and nature to the darkness of 
fanaticism, moral virtue to total depravity, and 
infinite love to infinite cruelty: he has finished. 
his plan of duplicity, and capped the climax of 
blasphemy and sacrilege, by the doctrine of 
election to endless life, and reprobation to end- 
less death. Were I permitted to remove the 
veil that covers the human heart, I might pre- 
sent to your fancy a most horrible picture of 
darkues and depravity. I might direct the 
eye of thought to the victim of that dreary and 
cruel principle; there might be seen the fiend- 
like deceiver of man, in all his 'native guile, 
coiled like the serpent around the springs of 
action, thus whispering to the soul;— Go on, ye 
children of men, there is no jnstice or punishment 
for sin in this world ; of you are elected to heaven, 
you can never be lost or punished, whatever crimes 
you may commit; and if you are not elected, to hell 
you must go im spite of all your goodness—there- 
fore you can gain nothing by virtue, and for your 
own sens ye cannot surely die. And while many 
have been plunged into vice by this artifice, 
some have been plunged into despair, and look- 
ed forward with horrid apprehensions, to those 
tremendous tortures to which they supposed 
themselves destined in the immutable purposes 
of Deity. Others have fancied themselves-the 
very elect, and have sweetly anticipated the 
time, when they could see their neighbors, their 
relatives, their fathers and mothers, and some 
of their children, rolling in the red surges of 
hell, and quivering under the lghtnings of al- 
mighty wrath; while they should joyfully know 
that all this was fixed and fvreordained from 
eternity; and look ap with exulting rapture, and 
thank their God that he had passed such holy 
and righteous degrees! With these artful de- 
vices the carnal mind has successfully opposed 
the light of reason, the dictates of justice, and 
the voice of Heaven. With these it has eclips- 
ed the glory of God; veiled in thick elonds the 
gospel of his Son; profaned the tensple of praise; 
and polluted the very altar of devotion, With 
these it has unbridled the ferecious passions; 
enveloped the world in darkness; enchained 
mankind=to the spirit of hatred and violence; 
and filled the heavens. with the smoke, and the 
earth with the bleod of the victims immolated 
upon the altar of its faise and cruel divinity,— 
But we boldly charge the author of these doc- 
trines with falsehood—hizs insinuations are alf 
as visionary as the dreains of sleeep. There 
is no escape from the puuishments we deserve. 
Jehovah has revealed this truth; his boundless 
providence reiterates the same through creation, 
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Therefore, let every mind feel impressed with 
this divine, this solemn truth; ‘in the day thou 
eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.” 


From the Christian Intelligencer. 


- Extract of a Letter from the Rev. R. Streeter to 
the Editor, dated Watertown, (Mass.) 22d Oc- 
tober, 1827. 


“The next day after I left Mr. Sheldon, in 
Boston, I witnessed a scene which it is not pos- 
sible to describe. Within fifteen minutes after 
I arrived home, while I was, as usual, cares- 
ging my small children, the hand of Death was 
laid on one of them, and he survived but a 
short time. My eldest daughter was about to 
put a quart pitcher of hot water upon the tea- 
table, when my little Horatio Cook, aged two 
years, eleven months and-seven days, ran his 
head against it, and brought the scalding con- 
tents upon him, instantly. I tore his clothes 
from him; but the sight was shocking. The 
right side of his face, his right shoulder, and all 
from his under lip down his stomach and bow- 
els, were deeply scalded. We did as well as 
possible, and obtained medical aid immediately ; 
but all in vain, as he died the next day, having 
lived about twenty hours, after his misfortune. 
His sufferings were not, after a few minutes, 

‘apparently, acute, as might be feared. He did 

“not scream and shriek, so long as the children, 
who were not injured. He was somewhat 
restless and sleepless, during the night; but 
retained his reason mostly, till within two hours 
of his death. The charming creature convuls- 
ed some, towards the last, but did not struggle 
very long or hard. He was soon beyond the 
reign of misery. 

But, Brother, when I saw the fading picture 

an distress, and heard him, faintly sigh out,— 
“Oh dear—Oh me—me die!—me shal] die!” 
my feelings were agonistic indeed, Asa father, 
my bosom bled for anguish. but, the child 
was cali and quiet, willing to take any medi- 

cine or have any useful application made. He 
was, if possible, doubly lovely in sickness, His 
sweet lips saluted my cheek, not two seconds 

before the fatal accident happened. Horatio 
had shared largely in my parental aifections.— 
Though a child of afflicti »n, he was all life and 
activity. Having lost his own dear mother, at 
the age of 44 days, he engaged uncommon at- 
teptions, as one that richly inherited her loyliest 
qualifications. Herresemblance, as a mantle, 
rested upon ham, when she ascended to a better 
world, to which he has now repaired in haste, 
to be re-embosomed in more than human af- 
fection. 

I do not in the least complain, though T feel 
afflicted. My mind is reconeiied—but my pa- 
rental affections weep. His lovely eyes are 
closed—his cherub voice hushed into perpetual 
silence—and his infant form committed to a 
tomb, belonging to a gentleman. in Watertown. 
Thotgh Horatio was a darling child, yet no ac- 
cusing angel has presented a scroll before me, 
*for-having loved him to much or too litile. I in- 
dulzed him beyond what others might deem 
proper; but that indulgence did him no injury, 
and the recollection of it does me much good. 
No-more can I co, but be resigned, and thank 
the Creative Spirit of Goodness that the lovely 
creature was permitted to be with me so long. 
The accident was unforeseen, unexpected and 
unavoidable, Hence I will meekly kiss the 
rod of Divine correction, and cheertully devote 
my feeble powers to the welfare of my surviv- 
gag family.” 


For (he Universalist Magazine. 


ON HAPPINESS. 


Though it has, frequently been said, by men 
of great strength of understanding and force of 
reason, that Happiness was not to be enjoyed 
in this world, and that hope was nothing but a 
delusion to allure us on from vanity to vanity, 
yet no man is so tired of the pursuits of the 
world, or so satisfied with the advantages that 
he already possesses, as to allow this principle 
so far to influence him as to prevent his enga- 
ment in new undertakings and enterprises,— 
We are all of us blind-to the truth, and, in 
spite of our daily experience, go on from vani- 
ty to vanity, with the vain hope, that we shall 
thereby render ourselves more comfortable than 
we already are. This is so true, that few peo- 
ple will dispute it. It is confimed -by the ex- 
perience of every hour, and so wants neither 
authority nor arguments for its support. In- 
deed, it seems to be a law of our nature, that 
we should proceed from one pursuit to another 
till the termination of our existence, always 
having a prospect of good, -and never arriving 
at actual possession. The youth flatters him- 
self, that, when he arrives at manhood, he will 
experience the greatest of terrestrial advanta- 
ges, and will be on an equality with those whom 
he looks upon as just within the golden circle 
of real happiness. The scholar is allured on 
from one degree of excellence to another, but 
never to that point, that satisfies his desires.— 
He imagines, that, on the attainment of the 
science he is in pursuit of, he will experience 
happiness, but, when he has obtained the ob- 
ject of his care, he finds that it gives him no 
more satisfaction than he had before. The 
same conduct might be exemplified throughout 
human life. This is the: conduct, that keeps 
the man in action. We desire, we endeavor 
to attain; we enjoy, and are satisfied; we de- 
sire something else, and beginia new pursuit. 

But, although this is the case, yet itis wise- 
ly ordered by Providence, for the wisest and 
best of purposes. . What could:give delights to 


Our narrow luxuries soon grow:stale; and, were 
it not for desire, were it not fer perpetual ac- 
tion and rest, hurry and diversion, business and 
leisure, we should soon grow tired of our ex- 
istence, and spend our days in murmurs an - 
complaints. Happiness is not to be obtained 
by exemption from the cares and troubles ofthe 
world, nor by solitude and retirement. It con- 
sists in alternate labor and rest, in those very 
things which too many are laboring to remove. 
Were it not for pain, we should not experience 
pleasure; were it not for the hurry and bustle 
of the world, we should not enjoy retirement; 
were it not for night, we should not enjoy the 
day, and were it not for troubles, anxieties and 
disappointments, we should not know how to 
prize the blessings which their absence creates. 
Good and evil, therefore, fill up the measure of 
human bliss. He that imagines, that he can 
acquire happiness from any other source than 
his own mind, will spend his time in fruitless 
efforts, and accumulate the evils which he in- 
tendsto remove. Yet, in spite of this obvious 
truth, numbers are daily fotming schemes of 
happiness, which manifest their ignorance o 
human life, and their insensibibty to its vanities 
and yvexutions, Some flee to hermitages; some 
retire to other countries; some plunge into the 
bustle and noise of the worid; but all fail of 
obtaining the darling object of their insatiable 
desire. The hermit finds, that solitude has not 
{the charms, that his fancy portrayed; the man, 


aman, who had nothing to excite his desires?, 


who plunges into business, finds, that it does 


|not furnish him with the means of happiness; 


and, he who goes in search of happiness to 
countries remote from his own, finds that his 
troubles, his vanities, and vexations accompany 
him into the solitary retreat that he has chosen 
for his home. Thus it happens, that happiness 
does not consist in shunning mankind, or ab- 
stracting ourselves from the world, nor in re~ 
fusing to partake of its business and devotion, 
its pains and its pleasures. It consists in bear- 
ing a part in the general lot of human nature, 
in participating its pains, and sharing its 
pleasures. . J.F.M. 


For the Universalist Magazine. 


ANECDOTES, 


In a debate between a Christian Doctor and 
the reader of a Jewish Synagogue, the Chris- 
tian, forgetting that humility which is so indis- 
pensible in the disciple of him who was meek 
and lowly in heart, became censorious; and did 
not hesitate to deal out such anathemas as his 
creed furnishes; when the disciple of Moses in- 
terrupted his antagonist with the accusation of 
ingratitude, saying, you Christians are the most 
ungrateful people in the world, for, according 
to your own doctrine, you would all have been 
eternally condemned if we Jews had not put 
your God to death! 


or OQQ+-- 

A Preacher of the orthodox school, in a town 
in Vermont, not long since took for his text, 
Zech. ix. 12, ‘Turn you to the strong hold, ye 
prisoners of hope.” After raising such propo- 
sitions from this passage as his discernment 
could discover, and having bestowed such am- 
plification on éach as his eloquence and zeal 
could furnish, he brought his discourse to a 
close by exhorting his hearers to fly to Christ, 
that they might be saved from the wrath of 
God, from wicked men, and from devils! 


rr @O)O<+-- 
Religious Puffing. 


There appeared in one of our newspapers, 
a short time since, an account of the dedication 
of a Unitarian Meeting House, some twenty- 
five miles from this city. In this notice the 
writer informed the public that the services in- 
dicated a high order, I believe, of moral attain- 
ment, though I have forgotten the © precise 
words. We have so much of this kind of boast- 
ing from that denomination, that it seems pro- 
per to give them to understand that we view it 
to be unbecoming the christian. character and 
spirit. 

dt also appears reasonable that they should 
either desist fiom this practice, or attempt to 
peint out the example in the conduct of Christ 
and his disciples, which they are endeavoring 
to imitate. 

But perhaps they will contend that all this is 
necessarily cunnected with the bright prospects 
which their christian hope embraces, ‘They 
not only avow, but strongly contend for the be- 
lief, that in the future world, people will take 
rank according to their attainments in this life. 
With such assurance it must be expected that 
they will sound the trumpet of their fame, for 
as they expect to be highly exalted above their 
fellow beings hereafter, they are anxious to 
taste a little of the sweets of such elevation in 
the present state. Let such people be remind- 
ed of the words of the Saviour, “Whosoever 
will be chief among you, let him be your 
servant. H. B 
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HYMNS. 


Messrs. Editers,—If the following Hymns are as pleasing to you as 
they were to me, you will not refuse them a place in the Magazine.— 
They were written for and adapted to the weekly service of the Episco- 
pal Church iu Calcutta, and are the productions of the Rey. Reginald 
Heber, D. D, late Bishup in that region. The first is for the “Epiphany,” 
or festival celebrated on the twelth day after Christmas, in commemora- 
tion of our Saviour’s being manifested to the Gentile world, by the ap~ 
pearance of a miraculous blazing star, or meteor, which directed the 
Magi to the place where he was born, The second piece is for the 
“Seventh Sunday afler Trinity,” another church-service day, so called, 
the meaning of which I know not. Yours, E. H. R***. 


THE EPIPHANY, 


Brightest and best of the sons of the morning, 
Dawn on-our darkness and lend us thine aid! 

Star of the East, the horizon adorning, 
Guide where our infant Redeemer is laid! 


Cold on his cradle the dew-drops are shining, 
Low lies his head with the beasts of the stall, 

Angels adore him in slumber reclining, 
Lover, and Monarch, and Saviour of all! 


Say, shall we yield him in costly devotion, 
Odours of Edom and offsprings divine? 

Gems of the mountain, and pearls of the ocean, 
Myrrh from the forest, or gold from the mine? 


Vainly we offer each ample oblation: 
Vainly with gifts would his favor secure: 
Richer by far is the heart’s adoration; 
Dearer to God are the prayers of the poor. 


Brightest and best of the sons of the morning, 
Dawn on our darkness and lend us thine aid! 

Srar of the East, the horizon adorning, 
Guide where our infant Redeemer is laid. 


et i 
FOR TRINITY SUNDAY, 


When Spring unlocks the flowers to paint the 
laughing soil: 

When Summer’s balmy showers refresh the 
mower’s toil; 

When Winter binds in frosty chains the fallow 
and the flood, 

In God the earth rejoiceth still, and owns his 
Maker good. 


The birds that wake the morning, and those 
that love the shade, : 

The winds that sweep the mountain or lull the 
drowsy glade, . 

The Sun that from his amber bower rejoiceth 
on his way, 

The Moon and Stars their Master’s name in 
silent pomp display. 


Shall man, the lord of nature, expectant of the 
sky, 

Shall man, alone unthankful, his little praise 
deny? 

No, let the year forsake his course, the seasons 
cease to be, 

Thee, Master, must we always love, and Sa- 
vour, honor thee. 


The flowers of Spring may wither, the hope of 
Summer fade, 

The Autumn droop in Winter, the birds forsake 
the shade; 

The winds be Julled—the Sun and Moon for- 
get their old decree, 

But we in Nature’s latest hour, O Lord, will 
cling to Thee. 


=— 


“Y have lived,” said Dr. E. D. Clarke, “to 
know that the great sum of human happiness is 
this: never suffer your energies to stagnate. 
The cld adage of ‘too many ircns in the fire,’ 
conveys an abominable lie. You cannot have too 
mui y; poker,tengs,and all-keep them allgoing.” 


‘From ‘the (Canton, N Yo) Diy Star. 


| Extract from a Letter to the Editor of the Utica, 


Magazine, from Rev. Warren Skinner. Lang- 


don, N. H, August 10, 1827, 


* * * * * * 


It will undoubtedly be a satisfaction to you 
to hear of the prosperity and progress of that 
glorious cause in which we are both of us, I 
trust, heartily engaged, in this part of the Re- 
deemer’s heritage. On this all interesting 
subject, were I disposed to imitate the exam- 
ple of our opposers; I would give you an ac- 
count of a “powerful revival,” of a “great a- 
wakening,” and of the “abundant outpourings 
of the spirit of God,” &c. But as I have long 
considered the account of revivals, which are 
blazoned forth in the sectarian publications of 
the day, as caléulated to dazzle and mislead the 
public, f shall content myself with giving you 
a simple, unadorned narrative of facts and 
leave you to your own reflections on the sub- 
ject. 

About a year and a half ago, I visited and 
preached for the first time in Cavendish, Vt. 
Previous to this time, our brethren in that vi- 
cinity had been favored with but very little 
preaching. From that time I preached with 
them once in a month during that year; and 
from the beginning of the present year, I have 
preached two: Sabbaths in each month in that 
vicinity. From the commencement of my la- 
bors in that place, our meetings have been 
numerously attended; and the most marked and 
solemn attention has been. paid to the preach- 
ing of the ‘‘word of life;”? and it has pleased 
the great Head ofthe Church to crown my fee- 
ble exertions, with abundant success. Ten 
have publicly come forward in baptism; and 
eighteen have within a year past, united them- 
selves with the church.—Several are now pro- 
posed to unite with the church at our next com- 
munion, and many more have manifested a de- 
termination of scon uniting with us in the 
sweet bends of gospel fellowship. Amongst 
those who have connected themselves with the 
church, are some whose grey hairs denote that 
they are almost on the border ofthe grave; and 
who for more than half a century, have set un- 
moved under the thunders of Sinai, and the de- 
nunciations of endiess wrath; but who have 
been melted to contrition by sovereign love. 
Others in the meridiaa of life, and some in the 
bright morning of their existence, have been 
induced to forsake the evils and sorrows (not 
the pleasures, as our opposers say) of sin; and 
to seek for pure happiness and real enjoyment 
in the delightful service of the ‘living God, 
who is the Saviour of all men, especially ofthem 
that believe.’ It is the Lord’s doing; and as 
he alone is able to “subdue all things unto him- 
self,” to “finish transgression, make an end of 
sin, and bring im everlasting righteousness;” 
to his name be all the praise and glory forever. 
—And may we, my dear brother, in view of 
these things, be incited to renewed exertions, 
and to unwearied faithfulness in the service of 
our dear Redeemer, 

Warren SKINNER, 

Rov. D..Ssisner. 


The following ts extracted from the preface to « 
book, by Bev. F. Hindman, formerly amembei 
of the Presbyterian heirarchy. 

“It is my sincere belief that the meder 
Presbyterian hierarchy stands’ in as much nee: 
of reformation as the Popish hterarehy did, whe. 
the reformation first began. 


And indeed, it appears to me that there is at 
this time a crisis in the affairs of the leading 
denominations of Protestants in this country, 


something like that which took place in the 
The. 


affairs of Popery at the reformation. 
Lord, in order to discomfit the unrighteous 
and tyrannical schemes of mortals, sends a 
spirit of anarchy and confusion among them, as 
he did among the builders of Babel; which is 
the ancient, permanent, eminent ‘type of all 
such fabrics and discomfitures.—Ought we to 
rejoice in the discomfiture of the temporal Ba- 
bel builders? Ought we rejoice much more at 
the discomfiture which took place at the refor- 
mation, among the greater, the archietypical, 
the spiritual Babel builders, f mean the Popish 
hierarchy? And shall we not rejoice at the 
discomfiture of the Babel builders among the 
various denominations of her Protestant 
daughters. Yes, I say, all true Christians 
ought te rejoice in the ferment that is taking 
place among the various denominations of Pro- 
testants in this country; particularly among the 
Baptist, the Methodists, andthe Presbyterians; 
these three great Babel building denominations, 
each on its peculiar foundation; but especially 
the presbyterians, whose Babel towered high- 
er, and whose foundation seemed to stand 
stronger than any of the rest.—But, I believe, 
it has reached its acme. Yes, indeed, I hope 
the present ferment will not stop, until the pure 


the humble, and the good, shall have purged off — 


the impure, the tyrannical and the wicked,” 
Rel, Inquirer. 


Ballow’s Treatise on Atonement. 


A new and large edition of Ballou’s Treatise 
on Atonement is now in the press of Calvin 
Spaulding Esq. in Hallowell, (Me.) and will be 
ready for sale in about three weeks. Booksel- 
lers and others at a distance, who are in want 
of the work for market, will please to direct 
their orders to Mr. Spaulding, Publisher of the 
American Advocate, in. Hallowell, who will 
give them a prompt and liberal attention. The 
work will be neatly executed, and accompani- 
ed by-an interesting letter of the Author in re- 
lation to the Treatise, which has never before 
been published.— Christ. Intelligencer. 


The inhabitants of Ternate, which is the 
principal of the Molucca islands, have a very 
simple method of worshipping the Deity. No 
one, not even the priests, are permitted to 
speak of religion. They have only one tem- 
ple, the law prohibits more.. There are neither 
altars, statues, nor images. A hundred 
priests serve in the temple, but they neither 
sing nor speak, but in a solemn silence point 
with the finger towards a pyramid, upon which 
are written these words: ‘Mortals, adore your 
God, love your brethren, and make yourselves 
useful to your country.”—JV. Harmony Gaz. 


Married in this City. 

On the 25th ult. by Rev. S. Streeter, Mr. 
Lewis Hudgen to Miss Haunah A. T. Stevens. 
“ir, Wm. i, Hallett to Miss Kezixh ©. Sturgis. 
‘Mtr. Richard Baker to Miss Sarah Prentis., 
“Ir, Eben Taylor to Miss Mary Gardner. 
ifr. Joseph C. Fadder to Miss Margaret Kelly, 

In Haverhill, Mass. by Rev. T. G. Farns- 
vorth, Mr. Nathan Fuller to Miss Fanny 
Uhandler. 


Just upeeived and for sale al this office, a SERMON, the substance 
of which was delivered at the 3d Parish, in Gleucester, Mass, May 20, 
1827,—By ara Leovard, Pastor. Price 12 1-2. é 
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